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306 East 7th Street 
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October 4, 2026 
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday

Welcome to
Welcome to West Point First United Methodist Church

We greet you this day in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  If you require assistance in some 
way, please see an usher.  A nursery for children ages 3 and under is available on the lower level.  Should 
you have questions concerning baptism, church membership, or your spiritual journey, please reach out 
to Pastor Ed.  May you experience and know the peace and love of God always! 

The Communion Banners in the sanctuary this morning were given to the glory of God  
and in memory of Fletcher Helms by Faye Helms and friends and in memory of Jim Partain by family and friends. 

Prayer Concerns: 
Elizabeth Alexander, Julie Alexander, Sarah Auler, Angela Bailey, Margaret Bartlett,  
Ellen Downs Beaulieu, J. R. Bowen, Paul Brown, Bentley Bryant, Sharon Cowart,  

Robert and Debbie Eason, Hamp Ferguson, Jacob Grubbs,  
Al and Jackie Hammer, George and Diane Hester, Cindy Smith Huff, Nell Oates,  

Katherine Parker, Laura Pratesi, Barbara Ruddick, Mona Sikander, Lisa Ann Soehnel,  
Julie Squire, Nelle Sturdivant, World Conflicts, Our Country, Unspoken Requests,  

Victims of violence, Victims of fire and natural disaster,  
Those suffering from dementia and their families 

Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to the family of Hugh Jones, who passed away on October 1. 

Sunday, October 4 
12:15 pm:  Handbells 

Monday, October 5 
12:45 pm:  Handbells 
4:00 pm:  Bible Study 

Tuesday, October 6 
9:45 am:  Staff Meeting 
1:00 pm:  Food Closet 

6:00 pm:  AA 

Wednesday, October 7 
12:00 pm:  Lunch and Learn 

5:30 pm:  Wednesday Night Supper

Greek Chicken, Rice, Green Beans, 
 Salad Bar, Rolls, Dessert

6:30 pm:  Chancel Choir 

Thursday, October 8 
12:00 pm:  Soup Kitchen 

Friday, October 9 
6:45 am:  Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Family Fun Day
Sunday, October 11, 5:30-7:00 pm 

Cookout at the home of  
Pastor Ed and Lisa Archer 

Menu:  Grilled meats and s’mores 
Bring a side dish to share  
and your own camp chair! 

The Leadership Board has begun reviews of the draft budget for 
2027.  As we look at some aspects of stewardship over the next 
couple of weeks, we are asking for your assistance in their 
planning.  Commitment or Pledge Cards will be available 
throughout the month of October.  The commitments you 
make not only help in planning for the coming year but 
also help us remain committed and accountable to this area of 
our faith alongside God’s work in and through our faith 
community.

Begin praying now about your commitment for 2027.  Cards 
may be returned via the offering plate or in the church 
office.  You can also call the office and speak with Michael to 
have your pledge recorded.  We will have a time of blessing and 
prayer over all received pledges during worship on Sunday, 
November 1.  Whatever commitment you make, thank you for 
your faithfulness to making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world on your stewardship journey. 



The Worship of God 

Prelude “O Worship the King” Kraus/Chaplin 
Gail Douglas 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Ed Archer 

Choral Call to Worship “The Lord Is in His Holy Temple” Lloyd Larson 
Chancel Choir 

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed UMH #881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

*Hymn “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” UMH #383 

Prayer Praises & Concerns  Rev. Archer 

Choral Call to Prayer “My Soul Is at Rest” Taize 
Chancel Choir 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer Rev. Archer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Archer 

Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Anthem “Come Share the Lord” Brian Leech
Chancel Choir 

Refrain
We gather here in Jesus’ name,  

His love is burning in our hearts like living flame. 
For through His loving Son, the Father makes us one. 

Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord 

We’ll gather soon where angels sing,  
we’ll see the glory of our Lord and coming King. 
Now we anticipate the feast for which we wait. 

Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord. 

For He will feed us with His presence here,  
this bread and wine will do us good. 
Our deepest hungers He will satisfy,  

for He is life and peace and rest and drink and food. 

He joins us here, the Lord who pours the cup is risen from the dead. 
The One we love the most is now our gracious host. 

Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord. 

No one is a stranger here, ev’ry one belongs. 
Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs. 

We are now the family of which the Lord is head. 
Though unseen He meets us here in in the breaking of the bread. R 

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   

The children may depart for Children’s Church at this time. 

*Scripture Reading Philippians 3:4b—14 Rev. Archer 

Sermon “To Gain Christ”   Rev. Archer 

Holy Communion 

*Hymn “Fill My Cup, Lord” UMH #641 

*Benediction  Rev. Archer 

*Choral Benediction “The Trees of the Field” Rueben/Dauermann 
Chancel Choir 

*Postlude    “Lead on, O King Eternal ” Smart/Berry 
Gail Douglas 

*Please stand as you are able.       UMH—United Methodist Hymnal     
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